CIVIL BENCH AND BAR MEETING -AUGUST 11, 2025

MINUTES

In Attendance: Regional Senior Justice P. Howard, The Honourable Madam Justice J. Bezaire,
Local Administrative Justice P. Hebner, Joanna Sweet, Jaclyn Habas, Michael Drake, Melanie
Gardin, James Cooke, Suzie Beaulieu, Marilyn Kopcok

Regrets: Raymond Colautti, Jessica Koper, Mary Joe Renaud, William Sasso

L. Biannual Long Trial Sittings Update

Spring 2025 Long Trials Report: Over 100 cases were slated, and only 3 went
ahead in the Southwest Region (due mostly to resolutions). All 3 that went
ahead were London matters. Two of the matters were heard in St. Thomas.
Many of the cases resolved by way of half-day Judicial Pre-Trial Conferences
(“JPTCs”).

There are currently approximately 40-50 cases on the Fall 2025 Long-Trial list.

For any matters slated for the Fall 2025 Long Trial sittings, counsel should
expect the cases to be called for trial. The trial sitting is a regional initiative
such that judicial resources from throughout the region have been allocated to
the trial sitting.

There is no “trial list” for the long trial sittings. All matters are expected to be
called in no particular order. Counsel and parties should expect to be called and
be ready for trial on the first day of the sittings.

Calendly will be used for JPTCs for the Fall 2025 Long Trial sittings.

1I. Case Center

The Court’s Digital Transformation is still on track to occur in this area in 2028.
In the meantime, we are using an interim solution. Be aware that judges will
not have access to any filed documents (pleadings, affidavits, etc) unless they
are uploaded to Case Center.

A new Practice Direction was released following the meeting. Counsel and
parties should review this Practice Direction. All documents need to be
uploaded to Case Center without exception. This includes the motion
confirmation. If documents are not uploaded to Case Center in sufficient time
prior to the hearing, the documents will not be reviewed by the court.



I1I.

Iv.

Upload all pleadings in the pleadings bundle even if not referenced in the
motion, application, or trial materials.

Judges will not be going through their e-mails for documents related to matters
before them, nor can they search - for filed documents. Everything that will be
referenced at a trial or hearing, and anything a judge may want to review such
as the pleadings, needs to be uploaded on Case Center or the matter will be
adjourned.

All draft Orders need to be uploaded to Case Center no less than 48 hours before
an event.

Basket Motions vs. Virtual Motions on a Tuesday motions list

If a motion is to be heard on consent, or unopposed, and a Motion Confirmation
Form is filed more than 30 days before the motion, it will proceed by way of
basket motion and will not be placed on the list.

If a motion is to be heard on consent, or unopposed, and a Motion Confirmation
Form is filed less than 30 days before the motion, it will be heard virtually in
motions court (someone will have to attend to speak to it).

E-mail the Motion Confirmation forms to Suzie Beaulicau, Trial Coordinator.

Put as much information on the Motion Confirmation as possible to assist the
judges to prepare. For example, if 3 of 4 issues are resolved, advise on the
Confirmation. The Confirmations should clearly indicate that which remains in
issue and the documents the Court should review.

Special Motions

As at the date of this Bench and Bar meeting, Special Motions are being
scheduled for March 2026. Include in your initial Motion Confirmation Form
if you are requesting a special motion appointment.

Special Motion dates can be obtained from Trial Coordination if the
adjournment is on consent.

If there are multiple issues on a motion, or the issues (factual or legal) are
complex, or there are substantial or voluminous documents filed, the motion
should likely be set as a special motion.

The one-hour time limit for short motions includes counsel being able to review
in oral argument all pertinent documents and the Court drafting its endorsement.
If this cannot be adequately done within one hour, the motion should be
scheduled as a special appointment.



V. Order Requisitions
e Parties no longer need to requisition Orders.

e [fadraft order was provided at the hearing/motion and it was “order to go” then
within 3-4 business days, the order will be issued and uploaded to case Center.

e Ifyou do not see an issued order on case Center within 3-4 business days, call
the registrar’s office

e The Registrar’s Office deals with issuance of orders, not the Trial Coordinator

VI.  Associate Judge

e The Associate Judge for Windsor may be assisting the entire southwest
jurisdiction, not just Windsor.

e The AJ will hear both Family and Civil matters.

e The AJ does not have jurisdiction to hear all issues. Please consult the Rules
and relevant legislation and advise on the Motion Confirmation Form whether
the matter is one that the AJ may hear.

VII. Page Limits
e Follow the Rules and local Practice Directions about the page limits for factums
(20-page limit) and pre-trial conference briefs (20-page limit). Documents that
exceed the page limits may not be reviewed and may result in the matter being
adjourned.

VIII. Motion Attendances

e Civil bar motions will continue to be heard virtually rather than in-person.
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