SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE
FAMILY LAW LIAISON COMMITTEE (“FLLC”)
Meeting held June 05, 2025, by ZOOM

1. Attendees:  The Honourable Justice Hebner (Lead), Jennifer Rooke (Chair, Member), Zane Handysides (Member), Lisa Labute (Member), Amy Johnson (Member), Daniel Ableser (Member), Michelle DiCarlo (Member), Dawn Melville (Mediation Services), Pam Porodo (Mediation Services), Kathy (Trial Coordination), Erwin (Court Operations), Marilyn Kopcok, Taylor, Amber (Registrars Office), Alexandra (Judicial Secretary).  Regrets from Stephane (Court Operations). Robert Carnevale (Essex Law Association)  

2. Approval of the Agenda.

3. Updates. 

a) Justice Hebner - The posting for the Associate Judge Position came out in the May 16th Ontario Reports and unfortunately was only run the one time.  The Essex Law Association has not run the ad.  J. Rooke will have it circulated now.  The application only required a cover letter and a curriculum vitae.  Justice Howard will be conducting the interviews between the 3rd and 7th of July 2025. 

b) Trial Coordination – “Timeout dates” for Case Conferences are about 5 months (i.e. now scheduling into November 2025).  Settlement Conferences and Motion special appointments are running about 6 months (i.e. now scheduling in December 2025 and early 2026).  Motions Court still operating at a high volume (i.e. 15 hours for the week of May 31st).  There is no predictability from week-to-week.  The court is trying to have 2 judges for Family motions dates.   There was some discussion about stacking special Motion appointments and rate of settlement.  There are 3 scheduled on the Monday of each week and usually at least 1 will settle. Justice Hebner intends to schedule meeting with Justice Philips (OCJ) to discuss scheduling issues and double-booking concerns.

c) Courthouse Operations and/or Management- Amendments for the Rules of Civil Procedure have not been wholly passed but are expected to be implemented soon. One of the amendments is the Limited scope retainer which will include Family Law Service Providers (individuals who have completed the FLSP program, currently run through Fanshawe College) allowing them to represent clients in limited circumstances such as filing a Domestic Contract, motions to vary child support based on line 150000 income and excluding special expenses, support enforcement, uncontested Divorce and change of name applications.  There will be a provision that the outcome could not result in a period of incarceration when a paralegal is involved.  Section 140 of the Court of Justice Act, will allow the Superior Court to make rulings about vexatious proceedings.  There are specific proceedings for this and will likely be implemented in the Fall of 2025.  It is expected to be a long amendment which will need to address appeal process as well.  The proposed amendments for civil proceedings may have an impact on the Family Law Rules.  Any concerns should be shared with representatives on the Family Law Rules Committee.    

Retention of our local law students is still an issue.  After finishing school, they tend to go elsewhere.  There is a Student Retention Committee.  


d) OCJ and SCJ Committee- OCJ is an open forum and there is no specific committee.  There is a West Region Family Law Leads meeting scheduled for June 19, 2025.  J. Rooke will give an update at our next meeting.

e) Essex Law Association- The Essex Law Association Golf Tournament is scheduled for June 12, 2025, at Kingsville Golf & Country Club. 

f) Mediation Services- There are free mediation services (2 to 3 hours) that are conducted at the courthouse.  This is usually for simple issues or singular issues and includes the intake time.  Not having legal counsel is not a barrier to the program.  Legal Aid Ontario will assist self-represented parties if they reach an agreement through the mediation program.  Legal Aid Ontario typically only assists parties that have retained counsel, but will occasionally assist even if one party is self-represented.

4. Events. 

a) A FLAW event was held on May 28, 2025 at Cucina 360 (Guest Speaker, Justice Howie).  There were about 20 attendees.  Justice Howie spoke about issues which he finds helpful while he is on the bench (i.e. providing summaries and summarizing your submissions) and encouraged individuals to apply for the Associate Judge position in Windsor.  Justice Howie also spoke about the Court trying to implement a continuous program for the filing of materials and hopes that we will see it implemented in Windsor in 2028. 

b) OCJ Family Bench Bar, June 05, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. by ZOOM. 

c) Mediation Mixer, June 05. 2025 at 4:30 p.m. in OCJ.

5. Other Business. 

No other business.   

6. Next Meeting. 

Our next meeting will be held on September 18, 2025 at 8:45 a.m. by ZOOM.
